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to the Empire. On the contrary, after showing the differences bet-
ween Mr. Tilak's views and mine on the question of recruiting, I
sympathized with the audience in their dilemma in having to choose
between the advice of a great distinguished and self-sacrificing
patriot like Mr. Tilak and mine. I told them, however, that in
their march towards responsible government, they could no longer
be satisfied with the ipse dixit of leaders, no matter how great they
might be, but that they would continuously have to weigh con-
flicting opinions and make their choice without in any way dimi-
nishing their regard for those leaders whose opinion they felt con-
strained to reject. And I then told them how it was to their whole
interest that they should join the army. Then finally I put my
favourite idea before the audience that if they wanted partner-
ship with the British, the most becoming manner of effecting their
purpose was to help them during the war. Your correspondent,
however, makes the helping of the Empire the central point of my
speech. I do not mind it. But I do wish to emphasize the fact
that if public men were to be judged in accordance with the news-
paper reports of their speeches, in the majority of cases they would
make a poor show* Gould you, a great journal, not insure the
appearance of only accurate reports of public speeches in your
columns?

M. K. GANDHI
The Times of India, 13*8-1918

15.   LETTER TO SIR SURENDRANATH BANERJEA
August 10, 1918
DEAR MR* BANERJEA^
I have your telegram redirected from Ahmcdabad where I
am at present engaged in recruiting* A visit to Calcutta means at
least a week simply in going and coming back* If I am to do
my work at all satisfactorily, it is impossible for me to absent my-
self for such a long time, and at the present moment I dare not
do so, for I have just heard from the Government that they have
acceded to my proposal to open a training depot in Gujarat and to
form a Gujarat Company, You will agree that I cannot leave
this work.
1 1848-1925; one of the founders of the Indian National Congreaa and
president of its Poona session of 1895; member of the Central Legislature